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Genesis 1:1

“The Trinity”

INTRODUCTION:

Today’s message will be a little different, because it is going to be a doctrinal message.  Not a devotional message, but a teaching on a doctrinal point.
God does command us to love Him with our minds:

 Mark 12:30

30 And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.' This is the first commandment.

Paul warned Pastor Timothy:

1 Tim 4:1

Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,
1 Tim 4:13

13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.

1 Tim 4:16

16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

Today we are going to study the doctrine of the “trinity”.

Charles Haddon Spurgeon- 

“No study in Scripture is more interesting or profitable to the Christian than the revelation which is given to us concerning the sacred Trinity, and the various parts which the divine persons take in the work of salvation.”

Today we will do just a cursory view of this topic, because an in-depth study would be to much for just one study.

But in the overview it should be overwhelming convincing that God has revealed Himself as one God in three persons”

I.  Genesis 1:1 God = “Elohim”

Genesis 1:1

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

A. In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth



    1.  In the Hebrew, the title “God” is in the PLURAL



     “GOD” (Heb. ELOHIM) = mentioned 2,597 times
· EL- Singular form
· ELAH- Dual tense

· ELOHIM- Indicates three or more
In making reference to Himself, God uses PERSONAL PRONOUNS in the PLURAL (ex.- Us, Our)
B. Examples:

1.   Creation of man:

Genesis 1:26-27  

26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.




a.  It is clear in the grammarical struct of the sentence, that God is 

                                                     not speaking to angels as some suppose…

b. In Genesis 1:27 the Scripture clearly states that we were created

      in the image of GOD… NOT angels

2.   Fall of man:

Gen 3:22

22 Then the LORD God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever" --

3. Tower of Babel

Genesis 11:7-8a  

7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech."8 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, …..

4. Vision of Isaiah: 

Isaiah 6:8

8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying:

"Whom shall I send,

And who will go for Us?"

Then I said, "Here am I! Send me."

NOTE-

Though the words “Trinity” and “tri-unity” do not appear in the Bible, the DOCTRINE is plainly taught throughout the Scriptures

i.e. The word “BIBLE” does not appear in the Bible, and yet it is a valid term for Christians to use.

II.  The Bible clearly reveals – “God is One in Regard to Essence”

The Bible clearly teaches and affirms that there is only ONE true and living God

Deut 6:4

4 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!

Deut 4:35

35 To you it was shown, that you might know that the LORD Himself is God; there is none other besides Him.

Isa 43:10

10 "You are My witnesses," says the LORD,

"And My servant whom I have chosen, That you may know and believe Me,

And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed,

Nor shall there be after Me.

Isa 44:6

"Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,

And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:

'I am the First and I am the Last;

Besides Me there is no God.

Isa 45:5

5 I am the LORD, and there is no other;

There is no God besides Me.

I will gird you, though you have not known Me,

Rom 3:30

30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.

1 Cor 8:4b ……and that there is no other God but one.
1 Tim 2:5a  For there is one God ………
III. One God, but a compound unity of more than one – “Shema”
Deut 6:4

4 "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!

  Deuteronomy 6:4  Hear O Israel: The LORD our God (is) one LORD

1.  This verse has been called the SHEMA, from the Hebrew word translated “Hear”
The statement in this verse is the basic confession of faith in Judaism



2.  The Hebrew word for “God” in the plural ELOHIM is used here again



3.  The Hebrew word for “one” is ECHAD which is a COMPOUND UNITY

a.  Other instances of compound unity:  Genesis 2:24, Numbers 13:23-24, Mark 10:8





b.  The word YACHEED is NOT used, which means absolute one

IV. Each Person is set forth as God:

A.   THE FATHER IS GOD-
Rom 1:7b 

….Grace to you and peace from God our Father….

Gal 1:1
Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead),

Titus 1:4b

……Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father ……..

B.   THE SON IS GOD-
Isa 9:6
6 For unto us a Child is born,

Unto us a Son is given;

And the government will be upon His shoulder.

And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Matt 1:23

23 "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us."

John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 10:30-33

30 I and My Father are one."

31 Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.32 Jesus answered them, "Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?" 33 The Jews answered Him, saying, "For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God."

John 20:28-29

28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"

29 Jesus said to him,  "Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."

Phil 2:6

6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,

Col 1:15-17

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.

Col 2:9

9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;

Titus 2:13

13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

Heb 1:8-9

8 But to the Son He says:

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever;

A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your kingdom.

9 You          d righteousness and hated lawlessness;

Therefore God, Your God, has anointed You 

With the oil of gladness more than Your companions."

C.    THE HOLY SPIRIT IS GOD-

Acts 5:3-4

3 But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself?4 While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God."

2 Cor 3:17-18

17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

1 John 4:2

2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,

Heb 10:15-16

15 But the Holy Spirit also witnesses to us; for after He had said before,

16 "This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I will write them,"

(Jeremiah 31:31-33 states that God made this covenant)

V.  God is Three With Respect to Persons

The Bible clearly teaches and affirms that there are three distinct Persons within the Godhead- God the FATHER, God the SON, and God the HOLY SPIRIT

A.  The Old Testament clearly affirms the THREE distinct Persons of the Godhead 

Isa 48:16

16 "Come near to Me, hear this:

I have not spoken in secret from the beginning;

From the time that it was, I was there.

And now the Lord GOD and His Spirit 

Have sent Me."

Isa 61:1-2a

"The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon Me, Because the LORD has anointed Me 

To preach good tidings to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,

To proclaim liberty to the captives,

And the opening of the prison to those who are bound;

2 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, ….

Jesus read this passage in Luke 4:16-22, end by saying:

Luke 4:20-22

20 Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him.21 And He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."22 So all bore witness to Him, and marveled at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth. And they said, "Is this not Joseph's son?"

B.  The New Testament clearly affirms the THREE distinct Persons of the Godhead

We see the THREENESS and ONENESS of God 
Matt 28:19

19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

1. THREENESS- The three identities are given as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit grouped together in equality

2. ONENESS- The word “name” is not repeated, indicating the unity

We see the THREE Persons of the Godhead mentioned distinctly in:

Luke 1:35

35 And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy one who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

Luke 3:21-22

When all the people were baptized, it came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He prayed, the heaven was opened.22 And the Holy Spirit descended in bodily form like a dove upon Him, and a voice came from heaven which said, "You are My beloved Son; in You I am well pleased."

John 14:16

16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you forever -- 

Jesus here is affirming the THREE distinct Persons in the Godhead-

1 Cor 12:4-6

4 There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.5 There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord.6 And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all.

2 Cor 13:14

14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.

Eph 2:13

13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

Eph 2:18

18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

1 Peter 1:2

2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

We see from these passages:

· Three distinct Persons within the Godhead have   DISTINCT REALATIONSHIP

· The three distinct Persons within the Godhead are equal in authority

VI. The Divine work of the Three Persons of the Godhead can also be clearly seen in: 

Here are 2 examples:

A. All 3 persons are active in “CREATION”-

1. The FATHER 

Heb 1:1-2

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;

2. The SON 

John 1:3

3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

Col 1:16

16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.

Gen 1:2

2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

3. The HOLY SPIRIT 

John 1:3

3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

Col 1:16

16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.

Gen 1:2

2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

B. All 3 persons are active in “THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST”-

1. The FATHER raised the SON

Acts 3:26

26 To you first, God, having raised up His Servant Jesus, sent Him to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities."
Gal 1:1
Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead),

2. The SON raises Himself

John 2:19-22

19 Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 20 Then the Jews said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?" 21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body.22 Therefore, when He had risen from the dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this to them; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had said.

3. The HOLY SPIRIT raised the SON

Rom 8:11

11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.

VII.  DEFINITION OF THE “Trinity” or “TRI-UNITY”

From a study of Scripture we find that God is a TRIUNE being.

We have seen overwhelming evidence in the Scriptures in support for the Doctrine of the TRI-  UNITY of God.
A. Definition:

“In the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit; these three persons being truly distinct (not separate) one from another.  The Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God, and yet they are not three gods but ONE.

True Christians worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity; neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance.  This means that the Father is not the Son, and the Son is not the Holy Spirit, and the Holy Spirit is not the Father, but together indivisibly they constitute the one true God of the Holy Bible.”

B. What the Tri-unity is NOT-
1. There is one God and three gods

2. There is one God and one person with three names or modes or manifestations

3. There is one God and one person who became three separate and successive persons

4. There are three gods who are in one “family”

5. The one God is schizophrenic

C. HISTORICALLY- clearly affirms the  doctrine of the TRI-UNITY:
· The NICENE CREED (325 A.D.)-

“We believe in one God- And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father, light of light, very God of very God, begotten not made, being of one substance with the Father- And we believe in the Holy Ghost, who is the Lord and giver of life, who preceedeth from the Father, who with the Father and Son, is worshipped and glorified, who spake by the prophets.”

· The WESTMINSTER CONFESSION-

“There is but one living and true God.  In the unity of the Godhead there are three persons, of one substance, power, and eternity- God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  The Father is one, neither begotten or proceeding; the Son is eternally begotten of the Father; the Holy Spirit eternally proceeding from the Father and the Son.”

Conclusion

A. Some try to say it is not logical.

Yet God has said, “just by creation itself we should understand not only the existence of God, but also the “Godhead”:

Rom 1:18-21

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,

Example:

All of creation is in 3’s:

· Time (past, present, future)

· Man  (body, soul, spirit)

· Space (height, width, depth

         Example: space

· role of paper

· how much mass

· height, width, depth

· if one of them is missing, you have nothing
B. May the glorious and incomprehensible truth of the TRI-UNITY of God cause our hearts to humble ourselves before our God in reverence and worship; and may it also cause our lives to break forth in praise and exaltation to our God.
Romans 11:33-36 

33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out!

34 "For who has known the mind of the LORD?

Or who has become His counselor?"35'Or who has first given to Him 

And it shall be repaid to him?"

36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen.

Isa 40:18

18 To whom then will you liken God? Or what likeness will you compare to Him?

Isa 40:25

25 "To whom then will you liken Me, Or to whom shall I be equal?" says the Holy one.

C. It is the heart and will of God that to KNOW Him would be our life’s greatest and major pursuit.
Jer 9:23-24

23 Thus says the LORD:

"Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,

Let not the mighty man glory in his might,

Nor let the rich man glory in his riches;

24 But let him who glories glory in this,

That he understands and knows Me,

That I am the LORD, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness in the earth. For in these I delight," says the LORD.

John 17:3 

3 And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

1. It is an awesome thing to consider that God not only KNOWS us, but He desires to be KNOWN by us

2. Is KNOWING GOD the greatest pursuit of your life?

Psalm 42:1-2a 

As the deer pants for the water brooks,

So pants my soul for You, O God.

2 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.

1 Timothy 3:16a

16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: ………….
