The Deity of Christ

Philippians 2:5-6

Explanation

2:5-6

5Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God…

A. Philippians 2:5-6 is about “Christ Jesus” (see 2:5) 

B. Concerning “Christ Jesus”, Paul tells us that He was “in the form of God” (see 2:6)

1. This is a clear and straightforward statement that Jesus is God

2. The Greek word translated “form” is “morph​e”, and it refers to the “outward manifestation of an inner reality”

3. The idea of the statement “in the form of God” is that, before the Jesus became human, from all eternity past, He preexisted in the divine form of God, equal with God the Father in every way

By His very nature and innate being, Jesus Christ is, always has been, and will forever be fully God

4. “Morphe” can also be translated “very nature”

(The New International Version translates these words as: “Who, being in very nature God…”)
5. The words “in the form of God” does not mean that Jesus is God-like, but rather that He is God “through-in-through”—He is in “very nature” God

6. B.B. Warfield explained the words “in the form of God” this way: “He is declared, in the most express manner possible, to be all that God is, to possess the whole fullness of attributes which make God God.”

7. Being God, Jesus is the Second Person of the one, triune God; He is eternal and uncreated; He is holy, sovereign, and supreme; He is all-powerful, all-knowing, and everywhere present at the same time; He is the maker and sustainer of all things created; He is worthy of all worship and worthy of all obedience

8. The Nicene Creed (381 A.D.) affirms: “I believe…in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.”
C. “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God”
1. These words reinforce the fact that Jesus is God

2. Being God, it is not “robbery” for Jesus to claim Himself to be equal with God

a. The word “robbery” means “to steal”; “to unlawfully take something that does not belong to you”

b. In the case of Philippians 2:6, it would be “robbery” for anyone other than God to claim himself to be equal with God

c. Jesus, however, being God has the divine right to claim Himself to be equal with God—and He did!

John 5:18

18[Jesus] said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.
3. Next, focus-in on the statement that Jesus is “equal with God”
a. First, the words “equal with God” affirm that Jesus is fully God

The Apostle Paul affirms this truth in Colossians 2:9: “in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily”
b. Second, these words direct our attention to the Biblical teaching of the “Tri-unity of God”

i. The Bible teaches us that there is only one true and living God who eternally exists in three distinct person: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

ii. The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are “equal” in deity, eternity, power, and glory

iii. The Doctrine of the Tri-unity of God is a fundamental belief in the Orthodox Christian Faith

For example, this belief is clearly stated and affirmed in the Athanasian Creed (5th century A.D.):

“We worship one God in trinity and the trinity in unity, neither blending their persons nor dividing their essence. For the person of the Father is a distinct person, the person of the Son is another, and that of the Holy Spirit still another. But the divinity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit is one, their glory equal, their majesty coeternal.”

“What quality the Father has, the Son has, and the Holy Spirit has. The Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, the Holy Spirit is uncreated. The Father is immeasurable, the Son is immeasurable, the Holy Spirit is immeasurable.

The Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit is eternal. And yet there are not three eternal beings; there is but one eternal being.  So too there are not three uncreated or immeasurable beings;  there is but one uncreated and immeasurable being.”

“Similarly, the Father is almighty, the Son is almighty, the Holy Spirit is almighty. Yet there are not three almighty beings; there is but one almighty being.”

“Thus the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God. Yet there are not three gods; there is but one God.”

“Thus the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord. Yet there are not three lords; there is but one Lord.”

iv. The Doctrine of the Tri-unity of God teaches and affirms that Jesus Christ is “equal with God”

D. Philippians 2:5-6 teaches us that Jesus is God!

Consideration

A. The fact that Jesus is God is an essential doctrine of the orthodox Christian faith

1. Jesus was not merely a good man, or a great prophet, or a god among many other gods; He is, in fact, God
2. This is a fundamental doctrine of the Christian faith—“there is no room for negotiations!”

3. The great thinker and writer, C.S. Lewis wrote in “Mere Christianity”—

“I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: ‘I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.’  That is the one thing we must not say.  A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things that Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher.  He would either be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell.  You must make your choice.  Either this Man was, and is, the Son of God: or else a madman or something worse…”

“You can shut Him up as a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as a demon; or you call fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God.  But let us not come up with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher.  He has not left that open to us.  He did not intend to.”
B. Here are eight reasons why we believe that Jesus is God:

1. First, God the Father calls Jesus “God”

Hebrews 1:8

But to the Son [God the Father] says: “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever…”

2. Second, Jesus calls Himself “God”

John 5:18

18[Jesus] said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.
John 10:30-33

“I and My Father are one.”  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.

Jesus answered them, “Many good works I have shown you from My Father. For which of those works do you stone Me?”  The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God.”
3. Third, the Bible calls Jesus “God”

Isaiah 9:6

His name will be called…Mighty God…

John 1:1

1In the beginning was the Word [Jesus], and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
Philippians 2:6 (NIV)

Who, being in very nature God…

Colossians 1:15

He is the image of the invisible God…

Colossians 2:9

For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily…
Titus 2:13

Our great God and Savior Jesus Christ…

4. Fourth, the name of God is ascribed to Jesus

a. In Exodus 3:14 God revealed to Moses that His name is “I AM”

b. In John 8, Jesus spoke of Himself as “I AM”—

John 8:58-59 (NLT)

58Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, before Abraham was even born, I AM!” 59At that point they picked up stones to throw at him…

5. Fifth, the titles of God are ascribed to Jesus

Here are two examples:

ii. First, Jesus is called “Savior”

aa. In the Old Testament God is “Savior”

Isaiah 43:11 


11I, even I, am the Lord, and besides Me there is no savior.

bb. In the New Testament Jesus is called “Savior”

Luke 2:11

11…there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
i. Second, Jesus is called the “First and the Last”

aa. In the Old Testament God is called the “First and the Last”

Isaiah 44:6 


“Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the First and I am the Last; besides Me there is no God.
bb. In the New Testament Jesus is called the “First and the Last”

Revelation 22:13

13“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”

6. Sixth, the works of God are ascribed to Jesus

Here are two examples: 

i. First, He created all things created (compare with Genesis 1:1)
Colossians 1:15-17 (NLT)

Christ is the visible image of the invisible God. He existed before God made anything at all and is supreme over all creation.  Christ is the one through whom God created everything in heaven and earth. He made the things we can see and the things we can't see—kings, kingdoms, rulers, and authorities. Everything has been created through him and for him.  He existed before everything else began, and he holds all creation together.
ii. Second, He forgives sin

Mark 1:5-7 (NLT)

5…Jesus said to the paralyzed man, “My child, your sins are forgiven.”
6But some of the teachers of religious law who were sitting there thought to themselves, 7“What is he saying? This is blasphemy! Only God can forgive sins!”
7. Seventh, the attributes of God are ascribed to Jesus

a. 1 Corinthians 1:24 teaches us that Jesus Christ is omnipotent (“all-powerful”)
b. Colossians 2:3 teaches us that Jesus Christ is omniscient (“all-knowing”)
c. Matthew 28:20 teaches us that Jesus Christ is omnipresent (“everywhere present at the same time”)
d. John 17:5 teaches us that Jesus Christ pre-existed the created universe
e. Micah 5:2 teaches us that Jesus Christ is eternal (“without beginning and without end”)
f. Hebrews 13:8 teaches us that Jesus Christ is immutable (“constant”; “unchanging”)

8. Eighth, the resurrection of Jesus from the dead validates His claims to be God

Romans 1:4

[Jesus is] declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.

Application

Three reasons why it is important for us to believe in the deity of Jesus Christ:

1. First, our salvation depends on it:
Romans 10:9 (ESV)

9…if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.

John 8:23-24 (NLT)

23Jesus continued, “You are from below; I am from above. You belong to this world; I do not. 24That is why I said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I AM who I claim to be, you will die in your sins.”

2 John 1:9 (ESV)
9Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

2. Second, our perseverance depends on it:
John 6:67-69

Then Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to go away?” But Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  Also we have come to believe and know that You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

3. Third, our devotion depends on it:
John 20:26-28

After eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!” Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 
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