The Jesus Style
Philippians 2:1-30
Introduction
A. Jesus said:

John 13:15 (NLT)

“15I have given you an example to follow…”

B. The Apostle John wrote:

1 John 2:6 (NLT)

6Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.

C. As Jesus’ disciples, it is our goal to not only listen to Jesus, but also to live like Him

Luke 6:40 (NLT)

40Students are not greater than their teacher. But the student who is fully trained will become like the teacher.

D. Living like Jesus is not a matter of asking ourselves, “What would Jesus do?” It is the result of knowing God’s word and trusting His Spirit to enable us to obey it.

1. As we seek to know and obey God’s word on a daily basis by faith, God equips and empowers us to live like Jesus on the basis of grace

2. It is impossible to think and live like Jesus apart from God’s gracious intervention in our lives—any attempt to do so is “legalism”

3. God is conforming us into the likeness of Jesus, and enables us on a daily basis to think and live like Jesus if we choose to do it by faith

E. The theme of this lesson is “The Jesus Style”
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1. The “Jesus Style” refers to the way Jesus thinks; Jesus speaks; Jesus lives
2. The goal of this message is to learn practical lessons for Christian living and serving by focusing our attention on Jesus, and the example He set for us to follow on a daily basis

3. As we examine Philippians 2, we will focus-in on four areas of Christian

living and serving:

•
“Loving like Jesus”

•
“Thinking like Jesus”

•
“Behaving like Jesus”

•
“Serving like Jesus”

4. The key verse of Philippians Two is Philippians 2:5: “5Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus…”
Loving like Jesus
2:1-4

2:1-4 1Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.
A. These words instruct us to relate to each other with Christian love

1. Christian love is loving people with Christ’s love

2. The love of Jesus is the standard by which we determine the quality of our love towards others

2

3. Jesus said:

John 13:34-35 (NLT)

34…Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other. 35Your love for one another will prove to the world that you are my disciples.”

4. Here, in Philippians 2:1-4, we learn what “loving like Jesus” looks like when applied towards other Believers

B. Let’s see what Paul said to these Christians in the 1st  century, and then discover how it applies to us in the 21st century:

1.  First,  Philippians  2:1-4  continues  the  thought  of  Philippians  1:27-28: “27Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 28and not in any way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdition, but to you of salvation, and that from God.”
2. Second, Paul addressed these Christians on the basis of their common Christian experience—“1if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy…”
a. Paul wanted unity in the Philippian church so they could continue in spreading the Good News about Jesus in the world

b. The kind of unity Paul wanted, however, would only be possible by being united with Christ so that there would be “harmonious relationships” among the Christians themselves

c. For this reason, Paul used four “if” clauses here that can actually be translated “since”—“since there is…”
d. Paul had no doubt that, for the most part, these conditions existed in the Philippian church
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e. They had some problems to deal with, but the church had proven itself to be strong and unified

f. Here, in Philippians 2:1-4, Paul listed four results of being unified:

i. First, “consolation in Christ”
aa. The Greek word translated “consolation” can also translated “exhortation” and “encouragement”

bb.  Every  Christian  has  received  “exhortation”  and

“encouragement” from Christ

ii. Second, “comfort of love”
The Philippian Christians had “comfort from Christ’s love”

iii. Third, “fellowship of the Spirit”
These words might be better translated, “The Spirit has brought you into fellowship with one another”

iv. Fourth, “affection and mercy”
aa. When the Holy Spirit works in a Christian’s life, “fruit” is produced (see Galatians 5:22-23)

bb. Paul pointed out two particular “fruits” of true concern for one another that help build unity among believers—“affection and mercy”
3. Third, Paul made a personal plea—“2fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.”
a. Paul rejoiced over the Philippian Christians (see Philippians 1:4), but he was also aware of the lack of unity that existed among them
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b. For this reason, he builds on what he said in verse 1, and makes a personal plea in verse 2 for these Christians to relate to one other in real Christian unity

c. This is what Jesus wants for His disciples

In John 17 Jesus prayed to His Father: “23…May they be made completely one, so the world may know You have sent Me and have loved them as You have loved Me.” (see John 17:23)

4. Fourth, Paul instructed these Christians to love each other the same way that Jesus loves each of them—“3Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
4Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the
interests of others.
a. First, loving others like Jesus means loving others with a humble attitude—“3Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.”
b. Second, loving others like Jesus means loving others with a selfless attitude—“4Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.”
Thinking like Jesus
2:5-11

2:5 5Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus…
A. This is a Command:

1. This is a command to think like Jesus
2. The way we think influences the way we live
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3. Here, in Philippians 2:5-11, the Apostle Paul teaches us how Jesus thinks by showing us how He lived
B. This is a Hymn—“a sacred song”:

1. Bible scholars and Church historians generally agree that Philippians 2:5-11 was a hymn in the 1st century Christian Church

2. The objective of this song was to celebrate Christ, and to teach Christians

Biblical truth in a way that they could remember it and pass it on to others

3. This song is “Christ-ological”; “Christ-centric”

a. Philippians 2:6-8 affirms the humiliation of Christ

b. Philippians 2:9-11 acclaims the exaltation of Christ

(I). The Humiliation of Christ

2:6-8 6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
These words emphasize the humility, selflessness, and sacrifice of Christ

1. The humility of Christ (2:6-7)

6…who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.
i.  Jesus  is  God,  and  He  condescended  from  the  “highest heights” to the “lowest lows”

ii. God became a “man”, and as a man, He became a “bondservant”
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This point is clearly seen in John 13—Jesus, knowing He is God, humbled Himself and took for Himself the position of the lowest slave, and washed the feet of all His disciples

iii. The words “made Himself of no reputation” literally means

“emptied Himself”

This does not mean that Jesus “emptied Himself” of Deity; it does mean that Jesus “emptied Himself of the privileges of Deity”

2. The selflessness of Christ (2:7)

7…taking the form of a bondservant…
i. A “bondservant” is an “others-person”

ii. Jesus did not merely have the appearance of a slave; He assumed the “form” of a slave—He was a slave “through in through”

iii. Everything Jesus did during His ministry on earth was for the benefit for others; He did nothing for self-gratification

iv. His joy and passion was obeying and pleasing His Father in Heaven by showing God’s grace and truth to lost, sinful humanity—this includes you and me

3. The sacrifice of Christ (2:7-8)

7[He] made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
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i. Jesus’ sacrificial death on the cross was the greatest example of His “others-mindedness”

aa. Jesus laid down His life for the glory of God and the

benefit of others
bb. Jesus died for sinners; in the place of sinners
bb (I). He fully drank the “cup of God’s wrath”

towards sin in our place

bb (II). As a result, God is just in showing a believing sinner His mercy and saving grace

ii. Before moving on, observe the words, “became obedient to the point of death”
aa. The death of Jesus on the cross was not an accident nor an unexpected tragedy

bb. It was an act of obedience to the will of God

cc. Jesus, motivated by His love for God and humanity, obey the will of His Father and willingly “humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross”
iii. Application:

aa. Thinking like Jesus means loving like Jesus

bb. Jesus demonstrated “sacrificial love” on the cross; we must demonstrate “sacrificial love” towards one another
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1 John 3:16
16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives

for the brothers.
(II). The Exaltation of Christ

2:9-11 9Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
A. In response to the humility and obedience of Jesus, God has “highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name”
B. Note these words: “…at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
1. No matter what you believe about Jesus now doesn’t change the fact of who He is, and that, one day in the future, you will “bow before Him and confess that He is Lord”
2. But what you believe about Him now will determine your future eternal destination—“heaven” of “hell”

a. You can either bow before Him and confess Him as “Lord” now
which leads to “salvation”
b. Or, bow before Him and confess Him as “Lord” later, in judgment, which leads to “damnation”
c. The choice is your’s tonight—“what will you do tonight?”
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Behaving like Jesus
2:12-16

2:12-13 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.
A. First, what these two verses are not teaching us:

1. These words are not teaching us that “salvation” is to be earned by doing

“good works”

2. The Bible clearly teaches the opposite:

Ephesians 2:8-9
8For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of works, so that no one may boast.

B. Second, what these two verses are teaching us:

2. These words are teaching us to “cultivate” the salvation that God has

already worked into us the moment we started trusting in Jesus as our Savior

a. The “Living Bible”:

“12…you must be even more careful to do the good things that result from  being  saved,  obeying  God with  deep  reverence, shrinking back from all that might displease him. 13For God is at work within you, helping you want to obey him, and then

helping you do what he wants.”
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b. The “Message”:

“12…Be  energetic  in  your  life  of  salvation,  reverent  and sensitive before God. 13That energy is God’s energy, an energy deep within you, God himself willing and working at what will give him the most pleasure.”

3. Application:

In his second letter in the New Testament, the Apostle Peter teaches us how to “cultivate our salvation in Jesus”:

2 Peter 1:3-9 (NLT)

3By his divine power, God has given us everything we need for living a godly life. We have received all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. 4And because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world’s corruption caused by human desires.

5In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God’s promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with patient endurance,
and
patient
endurance
with
godliness,
7and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love for everyone.

8The more you grow like this, the more productive and useful you will be in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9But those who fail to develop in this way are shortsighted or blind,

forgetting that they have been cleansed from their old sins.
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2:14-16 14Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15that you may become blameless and  harmless,  children  of  God  without  fault  in  the  midst  of  a  crooked  and  perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.
A. First, the command: “14Do all things without complaining and disputing”
1. The word “all things” means “everything”
This applies to everything we think; everything we say; everything we do; everywhere we go

2. “Complaining and disputing” are the results of a selfish, self-centered attitude

a. I “complain” (“grumble”) when “I” don’t get what I think I deserve

b. I “dispute” (“argue”) when “my” self-conceived rights are opposed

3. 14Do everything “without” grumbling and arguing

1. “Complaining and disputing” is not the behavior of Christ
2. “Complaining and disputing” is not proper behavior for a Christian
B. Second, the incentive: “15…that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.”
1. The New Living Translation:

“14Do everything without complaining and arguing, 15so that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people. Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was not

useless.”
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2.  “Complaining  and  disputing”  pollutes  a  Christian’s  life,  and  ruins  his witness among the people of this world

a. When Christians are “complain” against each other and “dispute” with one another, the Non-Christian’s perspective about Jesus and Christians is not a good one

b. Non-Christians often criticize Christianity because of the bad attitudes that Christians display towards others

c. Sadly, Christians too often validate the Non-Christian’s criticisms against Christianity by their “complaining and disputing”
d. For this reason, we must stop “complaining” against each other and

“disputing” with one another

3. When we behave like Jesus, our lives will testify to the beauty of Jesus “as shining stars in this world”

Serving like Jesus
2:17-30

A. In Philippians 2:5-8, we learned that Jesus humbled Himself, and served others

B. Here, in Philippians 2:16-30, we are given three examples of people who thought
like Jesus and, as a result, served like Him:

1. Paul (2:17-18)

2. Timothy (2:19-24)

3. Epaphroditus (2:25-30)

C. These three men esteemed others as being more important than themselves, and they loved people with a sacrificial love—“they served like Jesus”
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(I). Paul served like Jesus

2:17-18 17Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 18For the same reason you also be glad and rejoice with me.
(II). Timothy served like Jesus

2:19-24 19But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be encouraged when I know your state. 20For I have no one like-minded, who will sincerely care for your state. 21For all seek their own, not the things which are of Christ Jesus. 22But you know his proven character, that as a son with his father he served with me in the gospel.
23Therefore I hope to send him at once, as soon as I see how it goes with me. 24But I trust in the Lord that I myself shall also come shortly.
(III). Epaphroditus served like Jesus

2:25-30 25Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who ministered to my need;
26since he was longing for you all, and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.
27For indeed he was sick almost unto death; but God had mercy on him, and not only on him but on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 28Therefore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see him again you may rejoice, and I may be less sorrowful. 29Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness, and hold such men in esteem; 30because for the work of Christ he came close to death, not regarding his life, to supply what was lacking in
your service toward me.
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