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The Fruit of the Spirit in Everyday Life 
 

 
 
I. We should exhibit love for God 
 

Deuteronomy 6:4-5 
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.” 
 
1 John 4:19  
We love Him because He first loved us.  

 
 
II. We should exhibit love for the Church 
 

A. Community 
 
Romans 12:9-10  
Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. Be kindly affectionate to 
one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another… 
 
1 Corinthians 13:1-7  
Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I have become 
sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give 
my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me nothing.  
 
Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; 
does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil; does not rejoice in 
iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.  
 
Ephesians 5:2  
And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.  
 
Hebrews 10:24  
Let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works… 
 
Hebrews 13:1 
Let brotherly love continue.  
 
1 Peter 1:22  
Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the 
brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart… 
 
1 Peter 3:8  
Finally, all of you be of one mind, having compassion for one another; love as brothers, be 
tenderhearted, be courteous;  
 
1 Peter 4:8  
And above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” 
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1 John 4:9-11  
In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into 
the world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another.  
 
B. Unity 
 
Ephesians 4:1-3  
I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you 
were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in 
love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 
 
Philippians 2:1-4  
Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, 
if any affection and mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind. Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not only for his own 
interests, but also for the interests of others. 
 
Colossians 3:12  
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, 
meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a 
complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these 
things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 
 
C. Liberty 
 
Romans 14:14-15:6 
I know and am convinced by the Lord Jesus that there is nothing unclean of itself; but to him who 
considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. Yet if your brother is grieved because of 
your food, you are no longer walking in love. Do not destroy with your food the one for whom 
Christ died. Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; for the kingdom of God is not 
eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. For he who serves 
Christ in these things is acceptable to God and approved by men.  
 
Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify 
another. Do not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All things indeed are pure, but it is 
evil for the man who eats with offense. It is good neither to eat meat nor drink wine nor do 
anything by which your brother stumbles or is offended or is made weak. Do you have faith? 
Have it to yourself before God. Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. 
But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because he does not eat from faith; for whatever is 
not from faith is sin. 
 
We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to edification. For even Christ did not 
please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.” For 
whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope. Now may the God of patience and comfort grant 
you to be like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one mind 
and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Galatians 5:13  
For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the 
flesh, but through love serve one another.  
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III. We should exhibit love for our families 
 

Ephesians 5:22-33 
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is head of the wife, as also 
Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. Therefore, just as the church is 
subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.  
 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, that He 
might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, that He might present her 
to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be 
holy and without blemish. So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who 
loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, 
just as the Lord does the church. For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 
“For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh.” This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 
Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see 
that she respects her husband. 
 
Colossians 3:18-21 
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.  
Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them.  
Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord.  
Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 

 
 
IV. We should exhibit love for the poor and needy 
 

James 2:5-9 
Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and 
heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? But you have dishonored the 
poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts? Do they not blaspheme that 
noble name by which you are called?  
 
If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself,” you do well; but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as 
transgressors. 
 
1 John 3:16-18  
By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay down our 
lives for the brethren. But whoever has this worldʼs goods, and sees his brother in need, and 
shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? My little children, let us not 
love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.  

 
 
V. We should exhibit love for our enemies 

 
Matthew 5:43-48  
“You have heard that it was said, ʻYou shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.ʼ But I say to 
you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for 
those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; 
for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the 
unjust. For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors 
do the same? And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do not even 
the tax collectors do so? Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect. 
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Luke 6:27-36  
“But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. To him who strikes you on the one cheek, 
offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak, do not withhold your tunic either. 
Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your goods do not ask them 
back. And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise. 
 
“But if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who 
love them. And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even 
sinners do the same. And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive back, what credit is 
that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back. But love your enemies, do 
good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of 
the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil. Therefore be merciful, just as your Father 
also is merciful. 

 
 
 


